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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-503
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: June 23, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: June 25, 2009
Type of Action: Approval of settlement agreement
Bill Summary: The bill approves a mediated settlement agreement between the City and Mat Roland Seafood Company, Inc. to end litigation over the City’s shut-off of electrical service to the business due to building code and property safety code violations.  The settlement is in the amount of $49,990 plus approximately $15,000 in attorney fees and court costs.
Background Information: Mat Roland Seafood alleges that the City did not give proper notice of its intent to turn off the electricity and as a result the company suffered equipment damage and lost inventory.  The City disputes the allegation and a trial is scheduled for November.  Because there does appear to be some room for misinterpretation or lack of clarity, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the City accept the settlement agreement and pay approximately $65,000 to settle the case and make changes in the Ordinance Code to remove any ambiguity in future cases.  City Council approval is needed for any settlement exceeding $50,000.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: Approximately $65,000 depending on the final determination of attorney’s fees and court costs.
Analyst: Clements
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